SPECIES SURREY CANAL WALK – A SELECTION 

TREES

Ash / Fraxinus excelsior – Monoecious / large black buds / large leaf scars / pinnate leaf / common in north UK / food for many Lepidoptera / timber hard for furniture / tool handles / Yggdrasil
Birch  / Betula pendula – dry soil  - grows with Amanita muscaria./ diamond lenticels / triangular leaves / dioecious / sap wine / bark tanning.

Blackthorn / Prunus spinosus – thorny, dense shrub / white flowers appear on bare twigs / dark bitter purplish fruit / 

Buddleia / Buddleia davidii – origin china / nectar butterflies / tortoiseshell / lime lover
Common lime / Tilia platyphyllos – Monoecious / flower for tea / aphids honeydew / sooty mould.
Elder  / Sambucus nigra – Jelly ear fungus / mousy smell / useful in every part / pithy twigs / edible / folklore – mother elder

English / pedunculate oak  / Quercus robur – Monoecious  / lobed leaf / long stalked cup / no leaf stalk / fissured bark / bark tanning / leaves wine / >300 species live in oak.

Field maple  / Acer campestre – Monoecious / small dense tree / leaf rounded lobes / common in hedgerow / winged fruit (samara) / wood hard and white used for flooring / musical instruments / 
Fig – Ficus carica – mediterranean origin/ edible wasp pollinated ‘fruit’ / false fruit – inflorescence turned inwards and fused / leaves large, leathery and deeply lobed / sap irritant / one of the earliest cultivated plants / high calcium / 

Hawthorn / Crataegus monogyna – thorny shrub or small tree / haw crimson / edible fruit / many medicinal uses / good firewood / Glastonbury thorn / can live >700years (Hethel Od Thorn, Norfolk)

London plane / Platanus acerifolia – (X occidentalis / orientalis) / origin 17th C / Monoecious / peeling, pollution tolerant bark / irritant samara.
Rowan / Sorbus aucuparia  - Monoecious / edible berry / hairy buds / pinnate leaf / not tasty / birds leave till last / jelly for game.
Norway maple /Acer platanoides – Monoecious  / more pointed leaf
Small leafed lime / Tilia cordata - Monoecious  / unbossed trunk / small birch like leaves / uncommon

Sycamore / Acer pseudoplanatus – Monoecious / quick growing / leaf toothed lobes / red leaf stalk / good food source Lepidoptera / pollution tolerant / hardwaring white timber / make violins / delicious honey from nectar.

Turkey oak / Quercus cerris – bristled acorn cup / longer leathery lobed leaf / 

Whitebeam / Sorbus aria – Monoecious / downy white under leaf / white erect buds in spring / 
Wild Service tree / Sorbus domestica – Monoecious / fruit bletted called chequers.
Black locust / Robinia pseudoacacia - pea family and nitrogen fixing / native US / scented panicle / good honey plant / hard, waterproof timber / 

Wild cherry / prunus avium - small bitter fruit / white flowers / simple toothed leaf / horizontally ridged bark 

Crack willow / Salix fragilis -  fast growing / narrow leafs / twigs snap easily / 

Cotoneaster

ANNUALS /PERENNIA;S

Bramble / Rubus fruticosa – palmate, compound leaf / many leaflets / reproduces stolons / flowers 2nd year canes / high vit C, manganese, anti-oxidant, seeds omega-3 / medicinal uses / not to be picked after Michaelmas day (Oct 11th as devil will have pissed on them)

Spotted medick / Medicago Arabica – spiral seed / trefoil leaf / 

Creeping Buttercup / Ranunculus repens  - low growing / spreads stolons / hairy 3 lobed leaves / poisonous / irritant sap

Broad leafed dock / Rumex obtusifolius – 

White campion / Silene alba – monoecious / scented evening / oval, lanceolate leaves

Chickweed / Stellaria -  media – edible and medicinal

Comfrey / Symphytum officinale – broad, hairy leaf / tubular white /pink flower / borage family / many medicinal uses – knitbone, wound healer, (use with care-liver toxicity) / high potash fertilizer

Creeping thistle / Cirsium arvense – forms clonal colonies / seed feathery pappus / seeds important for goldfinch and linnet / good lepidoptera / roots edible but cause flatulence / leaves prickly but edible.

Daisy / Bellis perennis – ‘days eye’ – opens in morning, closes night / composite flower – each petal a flower / juice used to bind cuts and sword wounds (the romans), fresh young leaves add to salads /

Hedge bindweed – Calystegia sepium – trumpet shaped white flower / climbing / hairless / stem / rampant / 

Greater plantain / Plantago major – round leaf / prominent ribs / long flower spike / AKA Soldiers herb – used on battlefield as wound dressing / spreads easily – called englishmans foot in US / tough but edible leaves / leaves can be corded / makes tisane / 

Green alkanet / Pentaglottis sempervirens – broad green hairy leaf / blue flower, non native (name derives ‘al hinna’- arabic.

Hedge garlic / Arriaria petiolata – brassicas / biennial -1st year round wrinkled leaves, 2nd year spike shaped and blooms / food plant Lepidoptera / crushed smells garlic / edible –add to salads / pesto / 

Honeysuckle / Lonicera periclymen – woodbine / highly scented woodland climber / pollinated moths or long tongued bees / trumpet shape flowers /  

Ivy leaf toadflax / Cymballaria muralis - This plant has an unusual method of propagation. The flower stalk is initially positively phototropic and moves towards the light—after fertilization it becomes negatively phototropic and moves away from the light. This results in seed being pushed into dark crevices of rock walls, where it is more likely to germinate and where it prefers to grow
Nettle / Urtica dioica – common, tall, heart shaped, toothed leaf / medicinal – urinary, rheumatism, lowers blood pressure, cleansing, high vit C / edible –soup, leaf, ale / fibre / high nitrogen fertiliser.

Mallow / Malva sylvestris – robust perennial / leaves mucilage, young leaves good soup / edible / ovate, toothed, lobed leaf / coughs, intestinal irritations.

White clover / Trifolium repens – pasture crop / nectar / nitrogen fixing (good companion crop) / edible  -can add to salads / ground flower heads make nutritious flour / infusion for common cold.

Ribwort plantain / plantago lanceolata – long thin leaf/ short flowerhead on long stem/ medicinal / leaf tea good coughs

Sun spurge / Euphorbia helioscopia - wart spurge, madwoman’s milk
Wormwood / Artemisia absinthium  - silver grey soft leaf / erect / finely branched / essential oil  / digestive / vermouth / moxa /
GRASSES

Cocksfoot / Dactylis glomerata – grows dense, perennial tussocks / hay grass / importants food plant Lepidoptera – Meadow brown, large skipper, gatekeeper, speckled wood, small skipper, 

False oat grass / Arrhenatherum elatius – hay grass / 
Buff tailed bumble bee / large earth bumble bee / Bombus terrestris – solitary / common / can travel 13k / only young queens survive winter / 

Speckled wood / Pararge aegeria – common, brown / cream spots / woodland edge / females markers brighter and more distinct / males territorial / caterpillar green with short forked tail - feeds couchgrass
