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Friends of Burgess Park
Consultation Event

6 April 2010

The Importance of Consultation

Effective public involvement in the design process is essential ςnot only to 
ensure that the spaces that are created reflect the values and patterns of 
life of the people who will use them, but also to create the sense of 
ownership on which the success of any public space depends. 

Involving the community is vital to ensure thatthe design of green spaces 
reflects their needs. 

...the relationship with ... local residents associations [is] not always 
comfortable... 

Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment (CABE),2005

The Benefits of Consultation

... many public spaces are still being designed and built which do not fully 
support user needs and, therefore, never fulfill their potential to enhance 
people's experienceof the public realm.

... the places which people like cost society less to look after ...

Anne R. Beer, Berkeley Professor of Architecture and Landscape Architecture
Map21 Ltd, 2003
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Masterplans for Burgess Park 
ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƴŜΧ

ΧŀƴŘ ƎƻƴŜΧ
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ΧŀƴŘ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΧ

None of these previous masterplans 
has been fully implemented

The Reasons:

ÅLack of funds
ÅDesign becomes unfashionable
ÅChanges in local government

Will this time be different?
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The Friends of Burgess Park have one Key 
Question about the LDA Masterplan

What are the plans for Phase 1?

Precedent suggests Phase 1 may be all we get from this masterplan.

Phase 1 must address the priorities for Burgess Park.

Responsible Design

LDA must deliver a masterplan that is responsible.

A responsible masterplan means:
ÅRecognising that the full masterplan may not be completed.
ÅRecognising that carefully planning each phase of the design is 
perhaps more important as the final masterplan.

This requires a bottom up design 
ÅEach phase must build on the current strengths of the park and 
previous phases.
ÅEach phase should deliver an improved and sustainable park 
that feels complete.
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Phase 1
Phase 1 is the only phase we are guaranteed to get.

What is included in Phase 1 should be the focus of both Southwark 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜǊǎΩ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ 
plan.

It should not be an after thought.

Limited financial resources need to be carefully targeted.

The priorities for Burgess Park must be identified and delivered in 
Phase 1.

Phase 1
Key Issues

Areas of the park that already work should be kept.

.ǳǊƎŜǎǎ tŀǊƪΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ςeven if 
they are mundane or lack glamour.

Expensive vanity projects should be deferred until later or 
scrapped, because they are,

ÅExpensive to introduce
ÅExpensive to maintain
ÅSuck in resources that are needed elsewhere
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The CǊƛŜƴŘǎΩ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ

²ŜΩǾŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǇŀǊƪ ǳǎŜǊǎΧ

what they like about Burgess Park
²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ where money can be saved by 
keeping what is there or making targeted improvements rather than 
starting from scratch

wƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ like about Burgess Park
²ŜΩǾŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŦƻǳǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ available money be targeted

ÅPlay
ÅMaintenance
ÅSafety
ÅWildlife


